University of Education
Padagogische Hochschule

International Winter School “Democracy - Language - Participation”
December 14 - 19, 2025 at Karlsruhe University of Education

Would you like to broaden your global outlook, gain a deeper understanding of the current social
challenges facing society, and discuss ways to shape the future of education in diverse communities?
The International Winter School on Democracy - Language - Participation is a perfect platform to
develop intercultural competencies, share ideas, and transform your approach to teaching!

Language plays a central role in shaping both individual and collective identities, acting as a vital
tool for interaction in a globally interconnected and multilingual world. As democratic systems face
increasing challenges, ranging from political polarization and threats to democratic norms to rising
inequalities and tensions around migration and national identity, the role of language in facilitating
or hindering democratic participation becomes ever more critical. In this context, language is not
only a means of communication but also a fundamental factor influencing access to democratic
participation, education, and social mobility. The International Winter School invites participants to
explore these complex dynamics in a rapidly changing global context and to take new perspectives,
particularly through a decolonial lens. By reflecting on these tensions and opportunities, the Winter
School aims to deepen our understanding of how democracy, language, and participation intersect
and how language can be a tool for both exclusion and empowerment in democratic societies.

Held as part of the “Get Ready for Global Teaching!” project, the one-week programme offers an
exciting opportunity for future educators to develop their intercultural and transcultural
competencies and support them to design inclusive, discrimination-sensitive educational processes
for linguistically and culturally diverse groups. Participants will collaborate with international peers
and expert lecturers, exchanging ideas on how to address the challenges of post-migrant societies
and their implications for school education and social participation. The programme includes,
among other things, a full-day workshop on ‘Inter- and Transcultural Competencies for Teaching’. An
accompanying cultural programme in Karlsruhe offers the chance to deepen conversations and to
consider new perspectives on the themes of the Winter School.

We invite you to join us for this unique opportunity to learn and collaborate in an international
environment for a week! You will have the chance to make contacts with international students, to
improve your own language skills and to gain intercultural experience.

The working language is going to be English. All participants will receive a Certificate of Attendance
at the end of the programme.

We would like to invite all PHKA students enrolled in teacher education programmes to participate
in the Winter School. The registration deadline is November 15, 2025.


https://en.ph-karlsruhe.de/academic-programmes/cooperation-and-exchange/international-projects
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Programme Overview*

Sunday, Dec. 14 Evening:
Welcome Dinner (optional)
Monday, Dec. 15 9.30-12.30

Introduction, Welcome & Getting to know each other

18.00-19.30
Key Note on ‘Democracy - Language - Participation’

Tuesday, Dec. 16

Afternoon: Educational Walk in Karlsruhe
with Gal Harmat, PhD (swisspeace)

Wednesday, Dec. 17

Full-day Workshop on Inter- and Transcultural Competencies for
Teaching

Optional Evening Programme: Stroll over Karlsruher Christkindlmarkt
(Christmas Market)

Thursday, Dec. 18

Afternoon: Guided Tour at ZKM Museum Karlsruhe

Evening: Farewell Dinner (optional)

Friday, Dec. 19

9.00-11.30
Presentation of workshop results

11.30-12.00
Closing Remarks, Feedback Session and Farewell

How to apply:

Please complete the short application form and send it to Mirjam Hitzelberger (Project Coordinator
“Get Ready for Global Teaching!”, International Office): mirjam.hitzelberger@ph-karlsruhe.de

For any questions, please also don’t hesitate to contact Mirjam Hitzelberger.

The International Winter School is funded by the Federal Ministry of Research, Technology and Space from January 1, 2025, to
December 31, 2029, as part of the DAAD funding programme “Lehramt.international 2.0: Internationalisation of Teacher
Training at German Universities” (Module A, Model Projects at German Universities).

Gefordert durch:

@ Bundesministerium
fiir Farschung, Technologie
und Raumfahrt

DAAD Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdicnst
German Academic Exchange Service

! Please note that the programme may still be subject to smaller changes.
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